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62 Green Candidates Endorse “Green New
Deal”Press From www.greenchange.org

Sixtytwo Green Party candidates nationwide today calledfor a “Green New Deal,” to cut military spending by at least 70%, providesinglepayer universal health care, make tuition free at public universities,create millions of new green jobs, abolish corporate personhood, ban usuryand legalize marijuana.Green candidates calling for the Green New Deal includeten candidates for governor, nine for the U.S. Senate and seventeen for theU.S. House of Representatives.“The Green New Deal is a complete break from the failedpolicies of the Democratic and Republican parties that have led us toeconomic and environmental disaster,” said Gary Ruskin, cofounder ofGreen Change, a national political organization.“The Greens will pick up the New Deal torch theDemocrats have dropped, reclaim the goals they have abandoned, such as jobcreation through public investment and singlepayer health care, and expandthe goals to include a sustainable green economy,” said Howie Hawkins,Green candidate for governor of New York.
These are the ten planks of the Green New Deal:* Cut military spending at least 70%* Create millions of green union jobs through massive public investment inrenewable energy, mass transit and conservation* Set ambitious, sciencebased greenhouse gas emission reduction targets,and enact a revenueneutral carbon tax to meet them* Establish singlepayer “Medicare for all” health care* Provide tuitionfree public higher education* Change trade agreements to improve labor, environmental, consumer,health and safety standards* End counterproductive prohibition policies and legalize marijuana* Enact tough limits on credit interest and lending rates, progressive taxreform and strict financial regulation* Amend the U.S. Constitution to abolish corporate personhood* Pass sweeping electoral, campaign finance and anticorruption reforms
Green Change is a national political organization based in San Rafael,California. We aim to build the Green political and cultural movement in theUnited States. For more information, see www.greenchange.org.
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PrefaceandLicensing

Iwantedtopublishaprinteddocumenttothismovement thatcenteredaroundideasratherthanthelogisticsandnewsofthemovement itself.Mostlythishastodowithmyownperspective:atthisstageinmylife Ihavetakentobecomingaselfdirected,noninstitutional,DIYgraduate student.Ideclaredbycurrentfocusprojectinphilosophicalanthropology, andasthismovementhitIwasstartingtozeroinonphilosophy,Marxismand ethics.Ienvisionthisnotasamagazinethatwillhaveoneissue afteranother,butasacontinualpublishingprojectwhereIwillputoutnew versionsastheneedarises.Expectthenextissuetohavesomeofthesame contentaswellasnewcontent.
Allofmywritinginthispublicationislicensedunderthe CreativeCommons.EverythingIpublishwillalsobeavailableonmyblog, Quelquechose,whichisatwww.geraldprokop.com/blog.
FornowIampublishingthiszinelooselyunderthe GNU/OpenSourceSoftwaremodeloflicensing.Idon'tthinkthereisan officiallicenseofthistype,butIdon'tknow.Basically,feelfreetocopyand distributeasyouwish.Donotchargeforitexceptforcoveringcopying expenses.Publishitonlineifyouwant.
Feelfreetotakethingsoutoraddthingsandpublishyour own"version."Justleavealltheessaysintactandgivecreditwhereit'sdue.I askthatyounotpublishundertheimprintofProkievProjectsandPublishing ifyouaredoingthis,asIwouldnotbeinapositiontoreceivecorrespondance aboutit.Ifyouaresimplycopyinganddistributing,youcankeepmycontact information.Asforthisversion,Iamputtingthisoutasabetaortest version.Ithrewthistogetherinthepastweekandmaystillgobackand makechangestothetexts,expandandcondensethings.Feedbackis welcome.

GeraldProkop.
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StatementonOccupyWallStreetbyRalph
Nader
Fromwww.prnewswire.com

ThefrustrationseenintheprotestsonWallStreetoverthe pastfewweeksdemonstratesawidespreadandgrowingcitizendiscontent withthetwopoliticalpartiesinWashington,D.C.andwithapoliticalsystem thatisdominatedbycorporateinterests. Itistimeforcitizenstopushtheirelectedofficialstobreak thecorporatestrangleholdonoureconomy.Congressshouldstartbyenacting afinancialspeculationtaxthatwouldhelpcurbthewheelinganddealingon WallStreetandthatcouldraisehundredsofbillionsofdollarsinrevenueto helpwiththeourcountry'seconomicrecovery. CongresshasdonemoretobailoutWallStreetthanMain Street.WallStreetcrookshaveavoidedpenaltiesandprosecutionand continuedtoreceivebonusesandexcessivecompensationwhilepensionsand savingshavebeenlooted. Wageshaveremainedstagnantwhilethelargest corporationsandexecutiveshaveseenrecordprofitsandbonusesyearafter year.Congresshasdonelittleinthefaceofastaggering–andgrowing– incomeinequalityinthiscountry,wherethetop1percentofthepopulation hasfinancialwealthequaltothecombinedfinancialwealthofthebottom95 percentofthepeople. AndCongresshasdonenothingeithertodiscloseorstem theflowofmillionsofcorporatedollarsintotheelectoralprocess.Corporate PoliticalActionCommitteesarecorruptingtheelectoralprocessandblocking thevoicesandconcernsofmillionsofpeople. Thesearenotthesignsofahealthydemocracy.Those takingpartinthe"OccupyWallStreet"protestsandinsimilarprotests croppingupacrossthecountryareworkinghardtomaketheirvoicesheard.It iswayoverdueforthePresidentandCongresstolisten.
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To the Occupiers, Now and to Come:I wrote this for my blog on October 11th after my first day atOccupyMN.
Things are organized in such a way that anyone trying to

meet their needs by making an honest living must first pay into a process that
abuses the common good. Both in the work that we do and the dollars we
spend, power drifts away from us, only to be applied against us. This, I
believe, is the real essence behind those currently occupying Wall Street in
New York City, and now in cities throughout the country—of which
Minneapolis is one. On October 15th, other countries are joining in.

There are very few for whom this process works in their
favor. There are a lot more for whom it necessarily must work against. This is
nothing new—it goes back to the days of feudalism. The promise of
capitalism was the “middle class,” where one can dream big and work hard to
make a meaningful life for themselves. The middle class was always an
illusion, though. Capitalism is not feudalism, but only insofar as
sharecropping was not technically slavery. While it seems we’re earning our
keep, what’s harder to see is that the most powerful, most wealthy link in the
chain has the power to take their cut off the top. It’s always been that way.
What’s different now is that in 2008, those wealthy and powerful segments of
our society lost at their own game. And the way this game is designed, when
they lose, everyone does. Only, they lose a percentage of their bottom line and
others lose everything.

This is not necessarily about greed. We are all part of the
same ideological framework and we all, more or less, believe in the same
fantasies. It’s easy to justify your place or demonize someone else’s, as we’re
all given an ideological bag of tricks with which to do just that. We all learn
that and it keeps us comfortable, apart—and functioning in the system as
such. Profit, money, abstract value—however you refer to it—is an illusion.
It’s something we made up in order to make life function in a large
community. Tribes of such unmanageable size cannot do business on trust
alone. But what we see now is that the illusion has become more important
than trust. We cannot have that. Trust cannot be replaced.

What this is really about is respect. We are not trying to
protect property, wealth or other illusions. We are trying to protect the
common good. The socalled 1% are part of that common good. In fact, they
need us to set things straight. This is about respecting the inherent logic of
nature and the real wisdom of humanity. We need to get the message across to
everyone that humanity should be trusted before fantasies.

We have the danger of falling into a moralistic, us vs. them
mentality, ready to fight and spin our wheels endlessly. But the real enemy is
not a “them” but an “it.” It’s made up of all the hard, dark, crystallized parts

3

Something like anger, when judged, is negative. Thus we follow the cue toeither act in a destructive way or repress the feeling itself. But denying ourexperience does not make it go away. By experiencing but not judging,something like anger becomes a warning light that says: “Alert! Something iswrong!” In mindful practice, we use our wisdom to decide how to act whengiven such a message.In my mind, the world we are seeking to create wouldengage a societal level of mindfulness. As things are, greed and resentmentbecome societal emotions. We will not get rid of greed and resentment, butwe can teach each other to set such things aside for long enough to act from asocietal wisdom. On the Buddhist path, you encounter your habitualresponses which keep you in the cycle of suffering. An unenlightened societyis the same way. As one begins to meditate, a common experience is for themto have a sense of “heightened neurosis.” This is the mess within, which weare able to ignore by being mindless and habitual. Looking deeply intoyourself for the first time, the mess is all you see. This is analogous to thestage that society is in right now. We are surprisingly selfaware. But we area mess because we haven't yet used our selfawareness to change what we do.We know we are destroying the planet, but continue doing more or less thesame things. On the Buddhist path, a way out of habitual action is to firstresolve to do something different. We use our wisdom in hard times toexperiment, and we must remain curious as we go through that process, as weknow what we don't want to do: we don't want to be trapped forever.
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ofhumannature.Oursocietyisonebigpathologicaldefensemechanism
turnedmachineandasaresultourherdmentalityoperatesonallofourmost
desperateinstinctssuchasfear,greedandenvy.Thesocalledgreedydon’t
createthegreed,they’rejustreallygoodatthegreedgame,andthustheyget
rewardedforplaying.Andwe’retakinginabackwards,mixedupmessage
wheneverwefeelguiltyorsmallfornotbeing“successful”enough.Weneed
tolearn,asasociety,thatsuchsuccessisadisease;asocietyfueledbyit
needstoheal.

I’mlookingforwardtothisthinggrowingandreallytaking
shape.WhileIamnotreproducingthemeansofproducingmyexistence,I
willbehelpingtooccupyMinneapolis.Iwilltrytogetovermycultural
programminganddoasmuchasIamcapableof.It’snotabattle;itmustbea
wayoflife.Let’skeeptheconversationgoing.I’msickoftalkingtomyself
aboutstufflikethis!

4

needtostormthepowersthatbeasquicklyaspossible—thatisnotourgoal. Itisourrighttoholdoursolidarityforaslongasittakestoseetheproblem, andthentoworktogetherandact. Philosophyinactionspreadsoutviaotherformsofcultural discourse.Anyandalltypesofideasspreadmoreeffectivelyingroupsthat fostercommunication.Ifthereisonethingwearedoingincommon,itis this:wearegatheringinpublicandstayingthere.Thisisimportant.Ina societythatvaluesprivatepropertyoverpublic,theorganicexchangeofideas becomesconstricted.Whenweoccupy,weworkdirectlyagainstthat.Weare reclaimingthepublicsquare,andthataddspowertotheideasthat circulate—philosophicalorotherwise.Ideasbuild,andpeoplecometogether. SowhyamIbringingphilosophyintothepicture,ifallI meantosayisthattherearelotsofideasfloatingaround?Itissimply becauseIseetheworldthatwewanttochangeasbeingphilosophicallyvery complicated.Weneedtoseethatworldforwhatitis.Seeingthebigpicture willsometimesmeanlettinggoofthebitofitthatwe'refixatedon.Wemay besohellbentonaparticularpieceofactionthatwefailtoseehowitplaysa roleinamorecommonproblem.Also,Iwantustochallengeourselves.Let's notjusttalkaboutprocedure,schedules,andagendas.Let'sbreakthe problemsdown.Let'snotjusttrytoconvinceeachotherwhatwebelieve,but let'salsotrytoteacheachotherwhywebelievewhatwedo.Withanew, dynamicsocialenvironment,nowisthetimetoapplyphilosophysoitcan leadtomorethanjustinterestingarguments. Paragraphsago,Imentionedphilosophyasaproductof one'spersonalwisdom.Iftheroleofphilosophyintheacutesenseisto reformulateproblemsratherthanfindsolutions,itistheroleofphilosophyin thisbroadersensetodojusttheopposite:toanswerquestions,guideaction, andcollaborateonsolutionstowhatweseeasarealproblem.Thecommon roadblockhereisourattachmenttoourownindividualperspective. Justaswemustcultivatepatienceandopenmindednessas peoplewhenparticipatinginculturalexchange,wemustalsobemindfulfrom withinasweparticipateinourownindividualmentaluniverse.Theseedsof thechangewewantarewithinallofus.Asindividuals,weneedtoseethose; asacommunity,weneedtocultivatethem.Todothis,weallmustbe flexible.Oftenwefindourselvesarguingorgettingfrustratedoutof attachmenttoveryspecificideas.Itcanbehardtoletthoseideasgotobuild aconnection.Beingflexibleassuchdoesn'tmeanthatwearecompromising ourselves.Theseedisthesame.Itwillnotchange.Looseningjudgments andegoswillleadustoseewhatwehaveincommon.Andwewillnotbe hinderedbywhatwe,asindividuals,holdinprivate.Thistakeslooking inwardbutactingtogether.Ittakeshumilityandcuriosityinknowing ourselvesandourworld.Weallhaveourwisdom,butthissocietyisa monsterthatcorruptseveryone.Ouranger,resentment,hatred,greedand envyarepoisonstothatwisdom;mindfulnessisthepracticeofnothaving suchthingscontrolus. MindfulnessisrootedintheBuddhistphilosophy.Itisa wayofbeingwhereoneexperienceswhatishappeningwithoutjudgment. 13



Slavoj Zizek in NYC, October 9, 201 1Transcription of his speech in Liberty Park. The Q and A follows withquestions in bold. Taken from www.imposemagazine.com.
They are saying we are all losers, but the true losers aredown there on Wall Street. They were bailed out by billions of our money. Weare called socialists, but here there is always socialism for the rich. They saywe don’t respect private property, but in the 2008 financial crashdown morehardearned private property was destroyed than if all of us here were to bedestroying it night and day for weeks. They tell you we are dreamers. The truedreamers are those who think things can go on indefinitely the way they are.We are not dreamers. We are the awakening from a dream that is turning into anightmare. We are not destroying anything. We are only witnessinghow the system is destroying itself. We all know the classic scene fromcartoons. The cat reaches a precipice but it goes on walking, ignoring the factthat there is nothing beneath this ground. Only when it looks down and noticesit, it falls down. This is what we are doing here. We are telling the guys thereon Wall Street, "Hey, look down!"In midApril 2011, the Chinese government prohibited onTV, films, and novels all stories that contain alternate reality or time travel.This is a good sign for China. These people still dream about alternatives, soyou have to prohibit this dreaming. Here, we don’t need a prohibition becausethe ruling system has even oppressed our capacity to dream. Look at themovies that we see all the time. It’s easy to imagine the end of the world. Anasteroid destroying all life and so on. But you cannot imagine the end ofcapitalism. So what are we doing here? Let me tell you a wonderful, oldjoke from Communist times. A guy was sent from East Germany to work inSiberia. He knew his mail would be read by censors, so he told his friends:“Let’s establish a code. If a letter you get from me is written in blue ink, it istrue what I say. If it is written in red ink, it is false.”After a month, his friendsget the first letter. Everything is in blue. It says, this letter: “Everything iswonderful here. Stores are full of good food. Movie theatres show good filmsfrom the west. Apartments are large and luxurious. The only thing you cannotbuy is red ink.” This is how we live. We have all the freedoms we want. Butwhat we are missing is red ink: the language to articulate our nonfreedom.The way we are taught to speak about freedom— war on terror and soon—falsifies freedom. And this is what you are doing here. You are giving allof us red ink. There is a danger. Don’t fall in love with yourselves. Wehave a nice time here. But remember, carnivals come cheap. What matters isthe day after, when we will have to return to normal lives. Will there be anychanges then? I don’t want you to remember these days, you know, like “Oh.we were young and it was beautiful.” Remember that our basic message is“We are allowed to think about alternatives.” If the rule is broken, we do not
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The Roles of Philosophy and Mindfulness

For the past week, I've had a question on my mind as I walkaround People's Plaza, overhearing and engaging in conversations: what placedoes philosophy have in what is going on? We attach many differentmeanings to the word philosophy. Etymologically, it means “love ofwisdom,” but this plays out in different ways: a personal set of ideas, asystem of opinions, a way of thinking, a “world view.” These definitionsusually constitute the meaning of philosophy in terms of one's personalwisdom, which I will discuss later. Philosophy is more acutely acknowledgedas a field of discourse or an academic discipline—in a sense, as a languagethrough which we communicate ideas and develop systems of thoughtbetween us. Specifically, philosophy is needed when we are trying to get tothe heart of complex matters and the language of everyday life won't do.As contemporary philosopher Slavoj Zizek claims, the roleof philosophy is not to solve problems, but to reformulate them. How mightwe be looking at a problem in the wrong way, or not seeing it for what it is?What are we taking for granted and how is that keeping us from getting to theheart of the matter? As a detective might ask: who are we trusting in this casethat we shouldn't be? By looking at a problem philosophically, we maygradually move from trying to solve a false problem to seeing andunderstanding a real problem.When a problem must be solved, the answer is action, notphilosophy. Philosophy takes patience, time and reflection. A philosophicalproblem is like a can of worms: while you're trying to count the worms,measure them and weigh them, they are all slithering away. In such a case,you do not want to skip the question of whether or not the lid should bereplaced. This is one problem we face in a time like this: a movementhas started; we are mobilized. We are ready with our slogans, convictions andprejudices. To the casual observer, (and the press loves to jump on this) itseems a mishmash of political causes, even though it's not hard to see thatthey all fit snugly together into the same puzzle. The Occupy movement is infact defined by and unified by its pluralism. 99% of the population do nothold their fair share of political and economic power, such that individuals donot even feel in control of their own lives. As such, each individual feelsconstricted in different ways—although by the same thing. As we work tochange those facts, we must see the difference within the movement as astrength—as an opportunity to get over our sense of entitlement to immediategratification and learn how to work together.In the conversations I've had in the past week, there is astrong emphasis on patience, listening and understanding. There is a sense ofselfawareness; we know that it's too tempting and too easy to succumb toanger and selfrighteousness—and we know ourselves well enough to knowthat doing so would be unproductive. We are holding our ground, and in sodoing, we are demanding our right to take care of this thoroughly. We don't
12
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withinthesystem’sparameters,eventothepointofunknowinglyhelpingto buildthesystemsothatitremainsoppressive.SlavojZizekarguesthatmuch ofthetime,wedoknowwhatouractionsaresupporting,butwedoit anyways.Thismeansthateventhoughthesystemistherootproblem,it makesuspartoftheproblem.Wethengrowawareofourroleascitizens,and thatawarenessthenneedstoincorporateitselfbackintousaspartofthe problem.Onceweunderstandthis,wewilltakenobullshitfromanyone.
Ideology’sprojectistokeepusfunctioningwithinasocialsystem.Therefore, theproblemsarisenotinthatweareideological,butinhow.Ideology becomesoppressiveinsofarasoursocialrelationsaremediatedbypower. Thatis,thesystemsofpowerinwhichwefunctionworktokeepus oppressingourselves.Itistheprojectofideologytokeepusthinkingofthings suchastheeconomyandthepoliticalprocessasnaturalandunchangeable. Thephrase“youcan’tfightcityhall”isonesuchexampleofanideological message.
Aswegrowup,wearesocializedtofunctioninahumancommunity.Thatis anaturalandtimelessprocess.Whatisnotnaturalforus,Ithink,is incorporatingsuchalargenumberofabstractionsintooursystemsofthought. Ifnotforcivilization,maybewewouldnothaveanythingtocallideology—it wouldbeverysimplyreferredtoasculture.

"Capitalismseemsdifferent[thanfeudalism]becausepeople areintheoryfreetoworkforthemselvesorforothersastheychoose.Yet mostworkershaveaslittlecontrolovertheirlivesasfeudalserfs.Thisisnot becausetheyhavechosenbadly.Norisitbecauseofthephysicallimitsofour resourcesandtechnology.Itisbecausethecumulativeeffectofcountless individualchoicesisasocietythatnoone—noteventhecapitalists—has chosen.Wherethosewhoholdtheliberalconceptionoffreedomwouldsay wearefreebecausewearenotsubjecttodeliberateinterferencebyother humans,Marxsayswearenotfreebecausewedonotcontrolourown society.…"Economicrelationsappeartoustobeblindnaturalforces. Wedonotseethemasrestrictingourfreedom—andindeedontheliberal conceptionoffreedomtheydonotrestrictourfreedom,sincetheyarenotthe resultofdeliberatehumaninterference.Marxhimselfisquiteexplicitthatthe capitalistisnotindividuallyresponsiblefortheeconomicrelationsofhis society,butiscontrolledbytheserelationsasmuchastheworkersare."
PeterSinger,Marx:VeryShortIntroduction,pp.912

liveinthebestpossibleworld.Butthereisalongroadahead.Therearetruly difficultquestionsthatconfrontus.Weknowwhatwedonotwant.Butwhat dowewant?Whatsocialorganizationcanreplacecapitalism?Whattypeof newleadersdowewant? Remember.Theproblemisnotcorruptionorgreed.The problemisthesystem.Itforcesyoutobecorrupt.Bewarenotonlyofthe enemies,butalsooffalsefriendswhoarealreadyworkingtodilutethis process.Inthesamewayyougetcoffeewithoutcaffeine,beerwithout alcohol,icecreamwithoutfat,theywilltrytomakethisintoaharmless, moralprotest.Adecaffienatedprocess.Butthereasonwearehereisthatwe havehadenoughofaworldwhere,torecycleCokecans,togiveacoupleof dollarsforcharity,ortobuyaStarbuckscappuccinowhere1%goestothird worldstarvingchildrenisenoughtomakeusfeelgood.Afteroutsourcing workandtorture,aftermarriageagenciesarenowoutsourcingourlovelife, wecanseethatforalongtime,weallowourpoliticalengagementalsotobe outsourced.Wewantitback. WearenotCommunistsifCommunismmeansasystem whichcollapsedin1990.RememberthattodaythoseCommunistsarethe mostefficient,ruthlessCapitalists.InChinatoday,wehaveCapitalismwhich isevenmoredynamicthanyourAmericanCapitalism,butdoesn’tneed democracy.WhichmeanswhenyoucriticizeCapitalism,don’tallowyourself tobeblackmailedthatyouareagainstdemocracy.Themarriagebetween democracyandCapitalismisover.Thechangeispossible. Whatdoweperceivetodayaspossible?Justfollowthe media.Ontheonehand,intechnologyandsexuality,everythingseemstobe possible.Youcantraveltothemoon,youcanbecomeimmortalby biogenetics,youcanhavesexwithanimalsorwhatever,butlookatthefield ofsocietyandeconomy.There,almosteverythingisconsideredimpossible. Youwanttoraisetaxesbylittlebitfortherich.Theytellyouit’simpossible. Welosecompetitivity.Youwantmoremoneyforhealthcare,theytellyou, "Impossible,thismeanstotalitarianstate."There’ssomethingwronginthe world,whereyouarepromisedtobeimmortalbutcannotspendalittlebit moreforhealthcare.Maybeweneedtosetourprioritiesstraighthere.We don’twanthigherstandardofliving.Wewantabetterstandardofliving.The onlysenseinwhichweareCommunistsisthatwecareforthecommons.The commonsofnature.Thecommonsofprivatizedbyintellectualproperty.The commonsofbiogenetics.Forthis,andonlyforthis,weshouldfight. Communismfailedabsolutely,buttheproblemsofthe commonsarehere.TheyaretellingyouwearenotAmericanhere.Butthe conservativesfundamentalistswhoclaimtheyreallyareAmericanhavetobe remindedofsomething:WhatisChristianity?It’stheholyspirit.Whatisthe holyspirit?It’sanegalitariancommunityofbelieverswhoarelinkedbylove foreachother,andwhoonlyhavetheirownfreedomandresponsibilitytodo it.Inthissense,theholyspiritisherenow.AnddownthereonWallStreet, therearepaganswhoareworshippingblasphemousidols.Soallweneedis patience.TheonlythingI’mafraidofisthatwewillsomedayjustgohome andthenwewillmeetonceayear,drinkingbeer,andnostaligically 6



remembering “What a nice time we had here.” Promise yourselves that thiswill not be the case. We know that people often desire something but do notreally want it. Don’t be afraid to really want what you desire. Thank you verymuch.
Do you have any suggestions how this movement can go forward afterthis? Such a difficult question that I almost want to take the fifthammendment. I refuse to answer it because the answer might incriminate me.All I'm saying is, and I'm sorry this will hurt some of you, that this dream oflocal participatory democracy is not the universal answer. Look at ecologicalproblems. It is clear that [..?] largescale decisions will have to be made.Probably millions of people will have to be moved. New desert in Africaemerging now. Somalia, Ethiopia, and so on. How will we do this? I think thatthe big problem is how to implement large scale decisions without falling intothe trap of strong stage power. It can be done but we, the left, should also dropcertain taboos: discipline, hard work, following orders on things on which weagree can be positive and important. It's not only a carnival. The difficult partis to do the work afterwards.Do not allow the enemy to set your agenda. That if they say,"sacrifice, work", we should just say "No, freedom, enjoyment". We shouldtake from the enemy their own tools. Think about family values. Many leftliberals react to those who defend family values by criticizing family as aconservative insitution and so on. But should we not say, "The neoliberaleconomics did much more to destroy family values than all the alternativecultures put together"? It's the same with private property. We should makeclear to the people that we don't have a wellfunctioning system which forsome irrational reasons we are trying to destroy. The system is destroyingitself. So we are not against democracy. We are observing how democracy, inits present political form, is gradually undermining itself. And it's a verydifficult task but there is hope. You here are the hope because you knowHerbert Marcuse, the old leftist, who said something very nice: "Freedom is acondition of liberation". That is to say, to be engaged in fighting for freedom,you have first to free yourself from the chains of ruling ideology.Did you see a good Hollywood Marxist movie? JohnCarpenter's They Live, you know, where a guy finds some strange sunglasses,puts them on, and he sees the true message. For example, you have anadvertisement for a Hawaii vacation, you put on the glasses, and what you seeis, "Be stupid, enjoy, don't think". So whenever you read the official media,imagine yourself putting these glasses on. I remember seeing, recently, an adto help starving children in Africa. It said, "For the price of a couple ofcappuccinos, you can save this child's life." Let's put the glasses on. What yousee is, "For the price of a couple of cappuccinos, we allow you not only nolonger to feel guilty but even to feel as if you are really doing something aboutpoverty without really doing anything". We have to get rid of pseudoactivities. For example, organic food. It's good to buy, I buy it. But remember
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Notes on Marx and the Project of IdeologyI’m acutely aware of rightwing polemics, so I always feel like it’s dangerousto mention Marx today. The fact is that Marx theorized extensively about whatis going on right now, but at the same time, merely mentioning his name leadsus to an ideological trap. In the popular consciousness, Marx is synonymouswith authoritarianism and the Communist State (which is not the same as thetheoretical sociopolitical organization of communism—a distinction mostpeople don’t seem to make). The following is simply a list of points I want tomake. Apologies for how they might read or flow together:
Marxism is not an ideology—in fact Marx critiques ideology itself. Marxanalyzed the concept of capital, reflecting on its history and future. Part of hisimportance is that he saw political economy and our social relations asinterdependent. Ideology is the system of ideas that mediates how we all workin society as social subjects. To reject Marx completely is to say that politicaleconomy is autonomous and that we are free to act as social subjectsindependently of it. Who can seriously argue that this is true?
Marx’s ideas as a whole are imperfect. To paraphrase Peter Singer, author ofMarx: A Very Short Introduction: Marx created a painting of capitalism, not aphotograph. There are many aspects to Marxist thought, only one of which is acall for revolution. By no means does that sum up his agenda, nor does thehistorical outcome of this one facet invalidate everything else he said.
Marx’s thought is centered on the Hegelian concept of humanity’s liberation asthe goal of history. He saw that capitalism did not accomplish this, but wouldin fact lead to more oppression. Thus, communism is not theorized by Marx asa system of oppression, but rather as one holding the potential for freedom.
Our awareness of the mechanics of capitalism is extremely sophisticatedtoday, in part due to Marx’s influence. That is, even those in power think inMarxist terms in order to be better capitalists. Rightwing rhetoric claims thatsocialized medicine, welfare and other extensions of public funding push usdangerously towards communism. Marx’s claim was that capitalism wouldgradually lead to class warfare, where the masses would overpower a richruling class. The presence of social programs in a capitalist economy makesmore sense as a bandaid for the failures of capitalism. It’s absurd that theruling class would be building towards communism. The essence ofcommunism is common ownership of wealth and the means of production.These things are not given up by the ruling class. What the ruling class can do,however, is create a charitable element within the system to give the illusionof security. To me, the socialist element of our society is a concession to dojust this.
Ideology essentially consists of a system of messages we receive and act on.Marx theorized that these messages work so that we keep ourselves working
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whatthedanger.Isitnottruethatmanyofusbuyitbecauseitmakesyoufeel good?"Look,I'mdoingsomethingtohelpthemotherearth.I'mpartofa wonderfulprojectofhumanity".Youknow,it'saneasywayout. Charity,formeisnottheanswer.Youknow,onceIcalled Soros,GeorgeSoros,whoIappreciate.Asapersonhe'snotbad.Icallhim chocolatelaxative.Youknowyoucanbuyalaxativewhichhastheformofa chocolate.Butchocolateisusuallyassociatedwithconstipation.So,firstthey takebillionsfromyou,thentheygiveyouhalfback,andtheyarethegreatest humanitarians.Ofcourse,weshouldtakethiskindofmoney.Butwhatwe shouldfightforisasocietywherethiskindofcharitywillnotbeneeded.SoI knowIdidn'tansweryourquestion,maybenexttimebetterluck.
Americanshavelongbeendividedbythetwopartysystemthatpitsus againsteachotheroveremotionalissues,likegayrights,abortion.Thisis adivideandconquerstrategy.Ifwedon'tletgoofourdifferences,we'll keepbuttingourheadstogetherwhilecorporatismandthemilitary industrialcomplexgutourdemocracy.Americansneedtocometogether. IagreewithwhattheladysaidbutIprefertoputitina morecombativeway.Thedivisionsthattheladymentioned,Iagreewithher, arefalsedivisions.Thesefalsedivisionsareheretocoverupthetrue divisionsandwherethetrueenemiesare.Weneedevenmore[…?].Solet's allcometogether,buttofighttherealenemy.WhenIvisitanothercountry,I amnotinterestedintheirculture—thisisforUNESCOandofficial representatives.I'minterestedintheirstruggles.Solidarityisnot"Ohmy God,weareallpartsofthesamegreathumanity".Solidaritymeansweare partofthesamestruggle.[Breakformiccheck:twowavesofcrowdechoare beingusedforamplicationatthemoment].Youknow,ifIweretobeCIA,I wouldhavecorruptedsomeonelikeyou,tochangeitandcensoritina slightlydifferentway[witheachecho].
Iwouldlikeyouropinionontheconsiderationofanewformof governmentwhichreliesonthestructureofAnonymous. Letmetellyousomethinghorrible.Wepretendtobe leaderless.Butthenyoulookclosely,andyouseeoftenaverytough hierarchicstructure,andthatwedon'tevenwanttoadmitit'shierarchy.So whatIthinkweneedanewfigureofaleaderwhoinawayadmitsthatheis noleader.Marxsaidsomethingwonderful,althoughwrong,aboutAbraham Lincoln.MarxsaidthatintheUnitedStates,evenatotallyaverageperson likeLincolncanbecometheleader.MarxwaswronghereaboutLincoln.So evenanaveragepersonlikeLincolnwasabletodogreathistoricalacts. Maybethisistheorderthatwewant.Theleaderisnotanonymousbutyou don'tneedageniustobeyourleader.Everyonecanbe[one].Andbelieveitor not,itcanbedone.Experts,theyshouldknow,buttheyshouldn'tbegiven power.Powershouldbegivenpreciselytotheaveragepeople.Ifweabandon thisprinciple,weabandondemocracy.
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I'vebeenhavingalotofgreatconversationsatthiscarnival.Idon't considermyselftobearadical.IbelieveI'mofaprivilegedlifeandI haveagoodeducation.Myquestiontouchesonwhatwealready discussed.Howdowehavetheseconversationsathomeregardinganti capitalismandsocialismwhilegainingthesupportofpeoplewhoshare ourideasandbeliefs?Withoutimmediatelyfrighteningthemandscaring themoff?Howdowehavethisconversation?Whatwords? Weliveinsadtimesforthoseinpower,wherepeopleareno longerafraidofCommunismasanenemy.Buttheyaregettingmoreand moreafraidofwhatishappeninghere.Wearenotscaringthepeople.Arethey notasignthatpeoplearescared?Sothechoicetodayisnot:Arepeople scaredornot?Theyarescared.Theproblemis,whowilldetermineforthem themeaningofthisfear?[interruptionfor"miccheck"oftwowavesofcrowd echoes].Ifeelwiththisecho,itfunctionsalittlebitlike,rememberthatJanet Jacksonscandalfewyearsago?Showingherbreastforasecond,andthen yourfreeTVadpotedtheStanilistprocedureinalllivetransmissions,you haveaonesecondandahalfdelay.SometimesIfeelthatthisrepeitionin echofunctionsthesameway.
Assomebodywho'stakingonalargeamountofresponsibility,I'veheard alotofinspiringspeeches,yoursisoneofthem.WhatI'mlookingforis guidanceinconstructivemovementstrategy.AndIdon'tknowwhereto lookandIdon'tknowhowtogetpeoplewhoareusedtooperatingina systemwhoareoftentoldwhattodo,todoa180andstarttaking responsibilitytomakingarevolutionhappen.Somyquestionis,where arethestrategists?Ithinkit'sacrucialquestion.TheonlythingIcantellyouis thatifyouwanttoconvertthem,youshoulddoitanimminentway.You shouldshowthemhowbywhattheyaredoingtheyarealreadyundermining theirownvalues.Even[..?]inthelongterm,theyareworkingagainsttheir owninterests.Letmegiveyouanexample.Twoyearsago,thefirstwaveof teaparties,IwassittinghereintheUnitedStatesinahotel,watchingTV, jumpingbetweentwochannels.PBS,adocumentaryonPeteSeger.Andof courseonFOXTV,areportonateapartyinTexas,wheretherewasaright wingfolksingersingingasongagainstWashingtonandsoon.WhenI comparedthetwosingers,whatsurprisedme,washowonabstractlevel,it wasverysimilar,whattheyweresinging.TheteapartyguyfromTexaswas alsocomplaininghowtherichguysonWallSt.andWashingtonareexploiting thepoorworkingclass.[…?].Theyarepracticingafalseclasswarfare.Today inUnitedStates,thewaytoprotecttheinterestoftherichpeopleisto complainhowthestateisexploitingthepoorworkingpeople.Sothetragedy isthatmostoftheteapartyshouldbeonourside.That'swhereweshould work.Theymaybestupidbutdon'tlookatthemastheenemy.I'venowbeen orderedthatweareclosing.
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